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The assessors office completed its triennial revaluation for 
certification for fiscal year 2008 (July 1, 2007 - June 30, 2008) based 
on a valuation date of January 1, 2007. Approximately 1500 parcels 
were visited and a thorough sales analysis of sales occurring in 
calendar year 2006 was done. The assessors office also analyzed all 
land sales, land residuals, and tear-downs. Market values have 
remained stable overall. New growth for FY 2008 was $51,937,931, 
which was a decrease of $2,468,154 from FY 2007. This growth was 
due to: 
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• continued inspection of approximately 1500 homes that have not been reviewed 
since prior to 2000 

• full utilization of all sources of information on properties, such as MLS listings and 
sales 

 FY 2007 FY 2008 % change 
Total taxable assessments $3,894,563,061 $3,907,172,157 + .323% 
Tax levy $51,017,244 $52,357,398 + 2.8% 
Residential tax rate $13.10 $13.40 + 2.29% 
Average single family 
residence assessed value $470,337 $467,844 - .5% 

Average single family tax $6,161.41 $6,269.10 + 1.72% 
 
The Board of Selectmen voted to adopt a Small Commercial Exemption again for FY 2008. 
This in effect shifted the tax burden within the commercial/industrial class. The FY 2008 
commercial/industrial tax rate was increased to $13.58.  

The Department of Revenue certified the results of this assessment data to be within their 
statistical requirements and the tax bills went out on time.  

Continued growth in the tax levy resulted in an increase in overall taxes for FY 2008. The 
assessors office is continuing to update property data to achieve a higher level of accuracy. 
This is a constant, ongoing process to ensure that tax assessments are equitable to all 
taxpayers. Of the approximately 1500 parcels visited in FY 2008, approximately 300 were for 
building permits. The more accurate we can make this data, the more accurately the 
assessments will reflect current market value.  

FY 2007 saw a similar number of applications for abatements of real and personal property as 
in FY 2006. This was because property values had been adjusted for FY 2007 through the 
annual interim revaluation. Westford is a very desirable community, as reflected in market 
activity and sale prices.  

It has been a very busy year for the assessors office with updating office procedures; 
completion of the triennial certification and revaluation; monitoring the various elderly 
exemptions, other exemptions, and the Community Preservation Act; and updating cost tables 
to reflect current market cost. The staff deserves much credit for meeting all the demands and 
challenges with competence and dedication to the town. The assessors office recognizes that 
taxes are increasing as the town continues to grow and the demand for service increases. We 
will continue striving to provide good customer service to the taxpayers and to make every 
effort to assist taxpayers in understanding their assessments.  

Exemptions 
In FY 2007 the Board of Assessors granted 215 statutory exemptions for property taxes in the 
total amount of $226,544.29 (veterans, elderly over 70, blind, and Clause 41C). Nine 
applicants were granted a tax deferral under Clause 41A. Westford again adopted Chapter 126 
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of the Acts of 1988, allowing the statutory exemption to be increased to double their stated 
exemption amount. There were also 203 Community Preservation exemptions granted in the 
amount of $23,478.81. 

Abatements 
In FY 2007 there were 113 request for abatements on real and personal property. Of these, 81 
abatements were granted, 31 were denied, and 1 was withdrawn. There were 9 appeals filed 
with the Appellate Tax Board for FY 2007. One case involved an elderly exemption and the 
findings were for the town. Of the 8 property appeals, 1 was found in favor of the town, 3 
were settled out of court, and 4 remain to be heard by the Appellate Tax Board. There is 1 
outstanding case from FY 2005. The Commissioner of Revenue is in litigation with several 
telecommunications companies for FY 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008. 
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